McCullough Middle School

Colonial School District

20 Chase Avenue

New Castle, DE  19720

Fax: 302-429-4005

www.e2t2c2.net/mccullough
[image: image1.wmf] 

PRINCIPAL

Elizabeth Fleetwood

Main Office

Telephone Number - 429-4000

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS

Tierney DuBard

8th Grade Staff Center

[image: image2.png]


Telephone Number - 429-4018

Andrew Moffett

6th Grade Staff Center

Telephone Number - 429-4025

STUDENT HANDBOOK

2009 - 2010

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City/Town: ___________________________ Zip: _____________

Telephone Number: _____________________________________

District Goal:  

To Increase the Academic Achievement of All Students
The information contained in the Student Handbook/Planner is based upon the guidelines provided in the Colonial School District Code of Conduct.  For more detailed information, please reference that document.

WELCOME TO MCCULLOUGH MIDDLE

WHAT IS A MIDDLE SCHOOL?
The main purpose of McCullough Middle School is to provide a smooth transition for the students from the self-contained elementary classroom to the subject oriented high school. The middle school educational program strongly encourages students to meet or exceed the standards in Mathematics, English, Social Studies, and Science so that students can gather and process information and express ideas. The relevance of these academic programs ensures exposure to the skills and knowledge necessary to secure employment or pursue higher education and to live a rewarding and contributing adult life.

McCullough Middle School is divided by grades into teams. This arrangement divides one large school into three grades of small teams to guarantee that students remain people rather than numbers.

A team of teachers in each grade is responsible for teaching the state content standards in Mathematics, English, Social Studies, and Science. Other subjects such as Physical Education, Art, Health, Band, Career Development, Chorus, and Business, Finance, & Marketing Education are taught outside the core academic areas. These subjects are referred to as exploratory arts classes.

As a student at McCullough Middle School, we expect you to take full advantage of your right to an education. Successful students believe in themselves and come to school with a positive attitude to learn and to take part in school activities.  

In order to be promoted, students in grades 6, 7, and 8 must pass English and Math, and either Science or Social Studies.  

An important part of your education is your right to make decisions and to take responsibility to accept the results of these choices. To protect your rights and the rights of others, a student behavior guideline (Colonial School District Code of Conduct) has been established. While you are in attendance at McCullough Middle School, your teachers act “in loco parentis", which means that they represent your interests in place of your parents.

We believe in you, the student, and expect that during your years in our school you will strive to be successful in your classes and activities. We will work as a team to ensure your success at McCullough Middle School.

ACADEMIC INFORMATION
While you are at McCullough Middle School, you will have a chance to take part in many different activities, but always remember that your ultimate goal is to gain knowledge and master the standards.  Practice good study habits and get help from your teachers whenever you need it.

GRADING

The faculty at McCullough Middle makes a serious effort to evaluate student progress fairly.  The following grading system, in use throughout the district, has been devised.

A (93-100)

The student is doing work of superior quality and demonstrates mastery of the subject matter.

B (85-92)

The student is doing work of above-average quality and demonstrates a solid understanding of the subject matter.

C (77-84)

The student does satisfactory work and demonstrates an adequate understanding of the subject matter.

D (70-76)

The student is doing below-average work.  He/she may be working inconsistently or have a poor understanding of the subject matter.

F (Below 70)

The student is doing well below-average work.  He/she may be showing little or no effort or may have a very poor understanding of the subject matter.

Final Exams

Final exams will be administered in all core subjects at the end of the school year.  They will comprise approximately 8% of the student’s final grade in each subject.

DSTP

Students in sixth and eighth grade are required to take the Reading, Math, Science, and Social Studies DSTP.  Eighth grade students also take the Writing DSTP.  Seventh grade students are only required to take the Reading and Math DSTP.

Report Cards & Parent Access to Grades

Report cards are issued six times a year, and are sent home via mail.  

Parents may also view their student's schedule, classwork, teacher/staff comments, attendance history, grades, report cards, and registration & transportation history through our online access center.  User ID’s and passwords are mailed home to parents at the start of each school year.  Grades are updated periodically in accordance with District policy and may be accessed and viewed by parents at anytime.

https://hac.doe.k12.de.us/homeaccess/

Parent/ Teacher Conferences

If you would like to meet with your child’s teachers, please contact the school counselor or the team leader to request a conference.  The school counselor or team leader will contact you and schedule a time that the team is available to meet with you.  Academic conferences can be conducted by phone or in person.

Promotion Policy

A student must receive a passing grade in English, Math, and either Science or Social Studies.  Exploratory grades and other indicators will also be considered.

GENERAL INFORMATION
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VISITORS

Parents are welcomed and encouraged to visit McCullough Middle School. According to Delaware State Law, all visitors must report to the Main Office to receive authorization and a “Visitor’s Pass” before proceeding to any room in the building.

SCHOOL HOURS

McCullough Middle School students may enter the building at 7:20 a.m. and shall remain on school grounds until dismissal at 2:18 p.m. Once students arrive, they cannot leave until they are dismissed or have a valid early dismissal pass.  All students must leave school property upon after school dismissal unless they are in a supervised after-school activity.

EARLY DISMISSALS

Requests for early dismissal from school are to be submitted to the student’s homeroom teacher on the day of the request.  All such requests must bear the signature of the parent or guardian, and the telephone number where they may be reached, in order to verify and approve the early dismissal prior to the student’s leaving school grounds.  Students leaving the building for an approved early dismissal must sign out at the Main Office.  Any person signing a student out of school must have their name on file and photo identification.

If parents/guardians “drop-in” to school and request an early dismissal without prior written request, they must present identification.  In addition, students will not be released for “drop-in” early dismissal after 1:45pm.  (This is to help ensure a safe and orderly dismissal for our students.)

ATTENDANCE

Good attendance is essential for success at school.  Students should make every effort to be here, and on time, each day school is in session. Every attempt should be made to schedule vacations and trips around the school calendar.

The following are the only reasons that a student will be excused from school:

· Contagious disease within the home

· Death in the immediate family

· Legal business

· Observance of a religious holiday

· Health care appointments

· Suspension

· Educational activities approved by the principal

The school cannot provide classwork/homework in advance for these approved activities. When the student returns, all work is to be made up within the time frame of the same number of days the student was absent.

Students who are absent must bring a signed note from a parent or guardian upon returning to school.  Please include the student’s first and last name, homeroom, date(s) of absence, and the reason. Excusal notes must be received within three days of the student’s return from absence.

ABSENCE NOTES
· Excused absence – an excused absence from school or class is an absence for one of the reasons listed previously and for which the required parental note of explanation has been presented on the first, second, or third day of the student’s return to school or class.  If a child is absent for 3 days or more, they may require a doctor’s note.

· Unexcused absence – All other reasons for being absent are unacceptable.  This also includes absences for personal business.  Students will not be permitted to receive credit for assignments missed during an unexcused absence.
· Make up assignments for excused absences- Following an excused absence, the student will be allowed to make up work missed, to take tests that were missed, and to submit any assignments that became due during the absence.  The time allowance for taking tests or turning in assignments shall be equal to the number of school days or number of class meetings missed due to the absences.  A teacher may extend the time for making up work missed if the specific circumstances of the situation merit such action.  The responsibility for arranging make-up work and turning in assignments rests with the student.

· Medical excuse for physical education:
** The nurse must approve all medical excuses for alternatives to be arranged for physical education. **

LATENESS TO SCHOOL
Any student who arrives to school after the late bell must report to the main office to sign-in to school. 

Reasons such as personal illness, medical appointments, and appearance in court will be considered an excused lateness when verified by a note from home or agency on the day of the student's late arrival.  Professional documentation for lateness will be required when the student is continually late using the same excuse.   Excessive lateness to school and/or failure to sign in will result in appropriate disciplinary actions. 

GUIDANCE

The purpose of the guidance department is to provide support in the social, educational, vocational, and personal development of each student. Conferences with students receive first consideration of the counselor's time and are scheduled whenever necessary. The counselor may assist the student:

· in recommending materials that the student may use to improve study habits

· in making realistic curriculum selections and suitable plans for the future.

· in offering assistance with problems of adjustment and peer relations.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Interscholastic Athletics - An after-school sports program will take place following the regular school day. Transportation will be provided at the end of practices and most contests. To be eligible to participate, a student must have a current physical examination (documented on a DIAA form) and must have at least a 1.25 grade point average. In addition, the student must pass at least 4 courses per marking period, two of which must be in Math, Science, Social Studies, or English.

Sports schedules can be viewed at www.mustangs-sports.com  

Band and Chorus - Students who wish to perform musically may join one of the concert bands or choruses. Performances will take place in and out of school, daytime or evening. These programs always welcome new members.

Student Council - The Student Council has a highly active role. Its purpose is not to govern the students but to serve as a contact between the student body and the administration. Students are encouraged to assume as much of the responsibility for organizing school activities as they are able to handle.  

Students must be in attendance one half of the day in order to participate in any after school activities.

We encourage all students to get involved. Other available activities include Yearbook, Newspaper, Science Olympiad, Math 24 Club, and other clubs.
STUDENT RECOGNITION
To show appreciation for students who help make McCullough Middle a school of which to be proud, many kinds of awards may be presented. Some favorites include: academic award assemblies, honor roll assemblies, newspaper recognition, positive teacher phone calls, Positive Behavior System programs, plays, field trips, citizenship awards, assemblies, certificates, sports banquets, & student of the week.
Go for it…you matter!!!

SCHOOL SPIRIT
School spirit may be divided into four categories:

Courtesy/Respect - Toward staff members, fellow students, and the officials of school athletic activities.

Pride - In everything our school endeavors to accomplish and has accomplished.

Sportsmanship - The ability to win and lose gracefully.

Participation - To be involved in school activities. 

Loyal students support their school and do their utmost to keep scholastic and activity standards at the highest possible level.

EMERGENCY NOTICE
In the event that school must be closed or the school hours altered due to inclement weather, announcements will be made on the following radio stations. Please listen to one of these radio stations or check the websites listed below for information. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL.

WJBR  1290 AM/99.5 FM………
……….
www.wjbr.com   

WDEL  1150 AM………………………….
www.wdel.com

WSTW  93.7 FM…………………………..
www.wstw.com

WILM 1450 AM



WNRK-1260 AM

www.colonial.k12.de.us


www.doe.state.de.us
BUS PRIVILEGES

Safety is of primary concern in bus transportation.  Students should be at their designated school bus stop ten minutes before their scheduled pick-up time and should wait until the bus comes to a complete stop, with red lights flashing, before attempting to enter.  Students may only ride their assigned bus.  Students are required to board their buses immediately upon leaving school.  

Riding a school bus is a privilege.  Students who do not obey bus regulations may be suspended from riding the bus.  Suspension of bus privileges is the temporary removal of the opportunity to ride the school bus.  

BREAKFAST/LUNCH REGULATIONS
The school cafeteria is maintained as a vital part to the health program of the school. To encourage good nutrition, a well-balanced lunch is offered on a daily basis.

The cafeteria staff and your fellow students will appreciate your cooperation with the following:

· Depositing all lunch litter in wastebaskets.

· Leaving the table and floor around your place in a clean condition for others.

· Glass containers are not permitted.

Lunch is a scheduled class and students are expected to report on time. Students may not leave school grounds for either breakfast or lunch.  

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

· Students are to go directly to their assigned seats upon entering the classroom.

· Students must have a signed agenda book to leave the classroom.

· Students will remain in their seats and at work until dismissed by the teacher. REMINDER: Your teacher, not the clock, dismisses classes.
· Students are to give prompt obedience to any request made by the teacher.  

· Courtesy, good manners, and respect are to be shown to teachers and students at all times.   

Students are liable for any damages for which they are responsible. Students are not to mark up desks or walls or other parts of the building and equipment.

FIRE DRILLS/EMERGENCY
Fire drills at monthly intervals are required by law and are an important safety precaution.  At the sounding of the fire bells, students proceed to the fire exit according to the map or signs in each classroom.  Be quiet and orderly.  

Students are prohibited by state law from tampering with the fire alarm.  Any student apprehended for pulling a false fire alarm will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of Delaware State Law, and be suspended for five days.  A recommendation for expulsion will be considered.

PERSONAL PROPERTY
Personal property brought to school is the responsibility of the student.  The school district does not carry insurance on students' personal property. Therefore, safekeeping of personal items at school is the responsibility of the student.  The school will not replace lost items. Additionally, possession of nuisance devices such as I-pods, MP3 and CD players, electronic games and toys, water guns, cellular telephones, pagers, and other telecommunication devices is prohibited. Possession and/or use of these items will result in administrative disciplinary action. 

** The school is not responsible and will not investigate the loss or alleged theft of any of the items listed above.  Students bring these items to school at their own risk. **

TELEPHONES/CELL PHONES/PDA’s
Students may use staff center telephones in an emergency with permission by the administrator or secretary.  Use of cell phones is not permitted during school hours.  (This includes texting.)  Students who use their phones during school hours will have them confiscated and returned only to a parent.  The second offense could result in suspension.

SCHOOL LOCKERS
School lockers remain the exclusive property of the Board of Education. Lockers are subject to inspection at any time and the student assigned the locker is responsible for the contents.  Locks placed on unassigned lockers may be cut off at various times during the school year.  Students must keep lockers locked. Sharing of lockers is prohibited.  Students may only use their assigned locker during AM homeroom and other times designated and agreed upon by the McCullough staff and administration.

STUDENT DRESS
Students are expected to adhere to personal cleanliness, neatness, and proper standards of dress and appearance. Student dress and grooming that interferes with the educational process by drawing excessive attention will not be permitted. 

· Mesh shirts, which can be easily seen through, tube tops, bare backs or midriffs, and short shorts are not appropriate.  Shirts must have at least one-inch straps and extend below the waistband of pants, shorts, or skirt.  Cleavage should be completely covered.

· Head coverings, (i.e. hats, hoods, head-wraps, scarves, bandannas, caps, etc.) and sunglasses are NOT permitted to be worn in school.  Students who request permission to wear head coverings for religious reasons must turn in to the principal, written documentation from their religious leader.
· Decals, slogans, or sayings on clothing that contain reference to illegal or immoral behaviors are also not to be worn.  
· Shoes are to be worn at all times. Slippers are not permitted.

· Skirts, dresses, and shorts should be at least fingertip length when arms are extended.  The use of tights that are worn under short skirts, dresses, or shorts are not acceptable.  

· Pants must be worn at the student’s waist. 

· Undergarments should remain covered and not seen.

Students in violation of these guidelines will be requested to call home for appropriate clothes and may be subject to removal from class. If inappropriate dress continues, students will be considered defiant.

TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks and other educational materials are loaned to students for a given year. Students are required to return the same textbook they were issued. The student will pay for books damaged, lost, stolen, or destroyed before a replacement text can be issued.  The price of lost or stolen textbooks is the replacement cost, not the original cost.  Old textbooks may cost as much as new textbooks.

Students withdrawing from McCullough Middle are responsible for turning in their textbooks.  If students turn in books that belong to another student they are still responsible for the original textbook signed out to them when they entered school.

TRESPASSING
Unauthorized individuals found in the building or on school property (before, during, or after school hours) are subject to trespassing charges.  This includes students on suspension who have no prearranged authorization to be on school property.  Trespassers will be prosecuted.

STUDENT RECORDS
Any parent or legal guardian has the right to inspect and review all official records contained in the school's official cumulative record folder upon written request to the administrator in charge.  Parents and/or legal guardians must make an appointment within five days of the written request to review the student's records.  

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT CONDUCT
 The information contained in the Colonial School District Code of Conduct supersedes all information contained in this handbook. It is important to remember that the Code is in force:

· On school property prior to, during, and following regular school hours.

· While students are on a school bus for any purpose.

· When students go to or from the bus stop.

· At all school-sponsored events and other activities where school administrators have jurisdiction over students.

The Code of Conduct shall also apply to out-of-school conduct by a student if the District believes that the nature of such conduct indicates that the student presents a threat to the health, safety, or welfare of other students. Such out-of-school conduct shall include, but is not limited to:

· Acts of violence that are punishable by law.

· Sexual offenses that are punishable by law.

· The sale, transfer, or possession of drugs that would constitute an offense punishable by law.

· Felony charges

Additionally, the principal is authorized to take administrative action when a student's misconduct to and from school has a harmful effect on other students or the orderly conduct of school business.

A student shall be subject to suspension and/or expulsion for any conduct or behavior, which disrupts, hinders, or threatens the proper and orderly functioning of any school activity including classroom, extra-curricular, and athletic activities.

Grounds for suspension and/or expulsion as listed in the code for the initial offense shall include, but are not limited to the following conduct or behaviors:

1. ARSON

2. ASSAULT

3. ASSAULT AGAINST AN EMPLOYEE

4. ATTEMPTED RAPE OR RAPE

5. CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE THE STUDENT CODE

6. EXPLOSIVES

7. EXTORTION

8. FALSE FIRE ALARM/BOMB THREAT/TAMPERING WITH FIRE AND OTHER SAFETY DEVICES

9. FIGHTING

10. HARASSMENT

11. OFFENSIVE TOUCHING OF AN EMPLOYEE BY A STUDENT

12. OUT OF SCHOOL CONDUCT

13. POSSESSION AND/OR CONCEALING OF WEAPONS/DANGEROUS INSTRUMENTS

14. POSSESSION, SALE, PURCHASE, TRANSFER, OR USE OF ALCOHOL, DRUGS, OR ANY ILLEGAL SUBSTANCE

15. ROBBERY

16. TERRORISTIC THREATENING

17. TERRORISTIC THREATENING OF AN EMPLOYEE BY A STUDENT

18. UNAUTHORIZED COMPUTER USE
Additional Conduct Violations 

· CLASS CUTTING - Students are to report to all classes as assigned.  Class cutting is a serious matter and disciplinary penalties will be applied.

· DEFIANCE OF SCHOOL PERSONNEL'S AUTHORITY- A verbal or non-verbal refusal to comply with a reasonable request from school personnel. Failure to properly identify oneself is considered Defiance. 

· INFLAMMATORY ACTIONS- Language, gestures, or actions that create or might create a disturbance. 
· LEAVING SCHOOL PREMISES WITHOUT PERMISSION OR IN AN UNAUTHORIZED AREA- No student may leave the school premises during school hours, including lunchtime.  The parking lot is off limits during school hours.   This policy is also applied to students who get off the bus and leave school grounds.  Students cannot roam and/or rest on the cars in the parking lot. No student should be in any unauthorized area of the building or grounds.
· Loitering/Lateness to class - Students are expected to be on time for all classes and lunch.  Students who are chronically late will be documented for loitering and appropriate disciplinary action will be taken.
· SMOKING – A student may not possess, use, dispense, or sell tobacco products while in school buildings, school grounds, or on school buses.
McCullough Middle students are expected to comply with these additional regulations:

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS

Students will act safely and responsibly in the halls. 
Examples of acting responsibly are:

· walking quietly on the right side of the hall

· using a signed agenda book during class time.

· keeping halls and lavatories free of litter.

· staying away from restricted areas.

Students will treat others with respect and common courtesy.

Examples of respect and courtesy are:

· removing hats & other headwear inside the building.

· standing silently during the moment of silence and saying the Pledge of Allegiance.    

· being appreciative and attentive during assemblies.

· being in your seat and quiet when class begins.

· speaking toward all staff in a respectful manner.

· being on best behavior while a substitute teacher is in charge of the class.

· obeying all aides, custodians, secretaries, and staff members.

Students will act responsibly in the cafeteria.

Examples of acting responsibly are:

· leaving a clean table when finished eating.

· making sure all waste is disposed of properly.

· keeping all food and snacks in the designated eating areas.  (Neither food nor drink is permitted in the hallways or classrooms.)

· sitting in your assigned area.

· talking quietly with nearby students.

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES
ILLNESS AND INJURY

During school hours, there is a school nurse available to students who are ill or injured.  Students must have a hall pass to be admitted to the nurse’s office unless the illness or injury is an emergency.  Students are discouraged from making a call before seeing the school nurse.  School personnel will notify parents/guardians when a student is ill or injured.  NO STUDENT MAY LEAVE SCHOOL GROUNDS FOR ILLNESS OR INJURY WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE NURSE OR ADMINISTRATOR.

EMERGENCY CARDS

At the beginning of the school year, each student will be given an emergency card.  This card must be filled out completely, signed by a parent/guardian, and returned promptly to the student’s homeroom teacher.  Please keep phone numbers updated in case of an emergency.

MEDICATION POLICY

Students are not permitted to carry any medication at school, with the exception of inhalers and cough drops. All medications (prescription or over-the-counter) that need to be taken during school hours must be brought directly to the nurse’s office upon entering the building. Drugs classified as controlled substances, (Ritalin, Dexedrine, Cylert, Adderall, Codeine, etc.), should be brought to school by a responsible adult. All medications must be in their original containers, properly labeled, and accompanied by a medication permission slip. Please call the nurse’s office with any questions or concerns.

McCullough Middle School Calendar 2009 – 2010

	August
	February

	19th
	First Student Day
	12th
	Staff Development

	 
	 
	 
	(School Closed)

	 
	 
	15th
	President's Day (Holiday)

	September
	March

	4th
	(School Closed)
	5th
	End of 4th M.P.

	7th
	Labor Day (Holiday)
	10th, 11th
	DSTP - Math (ALL Grades)

	TBA
	School Picture Day
	12th
	Report Cards Mailed

	 
	 
	15th, 16th
	DSTP - Reading (ALL Grades)

	 
	 
	18th, 19th
	DSTP - Writing (8th Grade Only)

	 
	 
	29th-31st
	Spring Break 

	 
	 
	 
	(School Closed)

	October
	April

	2nd
	End of 1st M.P.
	1st, 2nd
	Spring Break / Holiday

	8th, 9th
	Staff Development Days
	 
	(School Closed)

	 
	(School Closed)
	23rd
	End of 5th M.P.

	9th
	Report Cards Mailed
	30th
	Report Cards Mailed

	19th, 20th
	Science DSTP (6th Grade)
	 
	 

	TBA
	Picture Make-ups
	 
	 

	22nd, 23rd
	Social Studies DSTP (6th Grade)
	 
	 

	November
	May

	11th
	Veteran's Day (Holiday)
	18th
	Science DSTP (8th Grade)

	13th
	End of 2nd M.P.
	19th
	Social Studies DSTP (8th Grade)

	20th
	Report Cards Mailed
	27th, 28th
	Exams (Abbreviated Days)

	25th-27th
	Thanksgiving (Holiday)
	31st
	Memorial Day (Holiday)

	December
	June

	21st-31st
	Winter Break
	1st
	Make-up Exams

	 
	(School Closed & Holiday)
	TBD
	Report Cards Mailed

	January
	July

	1st
	New Year (Holiday)
	4th
	Independence Day

	18th
	M.L. King Day (Holiday)
	 
	 

	22nd
	End of 3rd M.P.
	 
	 

	29th
	Report Cards Mailed
	 
	 


Students are responsible for having their agenda books with them at all times and may not be allowed to pass in the halls, during class, without their agenda book.  If a student loses his or her agenda book a replacement can be bought in the main office.  

“Home of the Mustangs”
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